
546

Apr. 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

[The question-and-answer portion of the evening
continued. Ms. Lovell then thanked the partici-
pants and invited the President’s closing re-
marks.]

The President. I don’t think there’s much
more to say, except to thank you again for once
again giving us your witness and for the power-
ful example of your life. We thank your family
for joining us. And I thank all of you for caring
about this.

I believe there’s grounds for hope. I think
the history of this country is evidence. I think
the civil rights movement is evidence. I think
the life and triumph of Nelson Mandela is evi-
dence. I think evidence abounds.

What we all have to remember is somehow
how to strike the proper balance of passion and

humility. I think our guest tonight has done
it magnificently, and I thank him.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The White House Millennium Evening
began at 7:37 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred to
President Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro);
John Silber, chancellor, Boston University; and
President Nelson Mandela of South Africa. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of the First Lady
and Elie Wiesel and the question-and-answer por-
tion of the evening. The discussion was cybercast
on the Internet.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
April 13, 1999

Situation in the Balkans

The President. Good afternoon. I have just
had a long and very good meeting with a large
number of Members of Congress to discuss
America’s effort, along with our NATO Allies,
to stand against ethnic cleansing, save lives, and
bring peace in Kosovo. I’m grateful for the sup-
port we have received from Members of Con-
gress from both parties and also very grateful
for the questions, the comments, the advice that
came out of this and previous meetings.

Our objectives here are clear, but I want to
restate them. We want the Serb forces out of
Kosovo. We want the refugees to be able to
go home, protected by an international security
force, as they work toward self-government.

This is Holocaust Remembrance Day. On this
day, let us resolve not to let this ethnic cleansing
and killing by Mr. Milosevic go unanswered.

You know, yesterday I had the privilege of
meeting at Barksdale Air Force Base with air-
crews participating in the allied campaign. They
and all our forces are performing with extraor-
dinary courage and skill. They are very well pre-
pared, and their morale is high. They know they
and our allies are fighting to end human suf-

fering, and for a Europe that is united, demo-
cratic, and at peace.

Our campaign is diminishing and grinding
down Mr. Milosevic’s military capabilities. We
have weakened Serbia’s air defenses and com-
mand and control. We have reduced his ability
to move, sustain, and supply the war machine
in Kosovo. We have damaged his refineries and
diminished his capacity to produce ammunition.
We are striking now at his tanks and at his
artillery, and have destroyed half his advanced
MiG-29 aircraft.

Now we are taking our allied air campaign
to the next level, with more aircraft in the re-
gion, with a British carrier joining our U.S.S.
Roosevelt and a French carrier in the area. Our
humanitarian effort is also increasing to meet
the daunting challenge of providing food and
shelter for the hundreds of thousands of refu-
gees.

All of us would like the conflict to end, espe-
cially for the suffering people of Kosovo. We
would also like to end the trials for the people
of Serbia, who have been forced into confronta-
tion by a cynical leader who has no regard for
their welfare and who, I am absolutely con-
vinced, has not even told them the truth about
what he has done to the people of Kosovo.
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We and our allies did everything possible to
end this crisis peacefully, but now we are at
arms. We and our allies are united on this point:
We must stay the course and persist until we
prevail.

Again I say, Mr. Milosevic can end this crisis
right now by withdrawing his forces, permitting
deployment of an international security force,
and allowing the unconditional return of all dis-
placed persons.

As I told the Members of Congress today
I will shortly submit to them an emergency sup-
plemental budget request to fund our military
operations and munitions needs while maintain-
ing our military readiness, to provide urgently
needed assistance to the frontline states, nations
bordering Kosovo, that are struggling to preserve
their own stability as they cope with refugees
and turmoil in the region, and of course, to
fund our portion of caring for the hundreds
of thousands of refugees.

These expenses are an immediate and urgent
emergency. They are necessary so that we and
our NATO Allies can continue to pursue this
mission. I look forward to working with Mem-
bers of both parties in both Houses to pass
this appropriation soon and to continuing our
mission to free the people of Kosovo of the
oppression to which they have been subject and
meet the conditions which I have outlined.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President, the lawmakers said that you

haven’t taken ground troops off the table.
Q. Mr. President, can you reach the refugees

in Kosovo, Mr. President—inside Kosovo—can
you reach those refugees, and does it have to
be done by land?

The President. Let me answer that. Well, the
real answer to that question is that it is a very
hard one, and we are working on it. We are
quite concerned about the hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees in Kosovo. The ones that are
out of Kosovo, there is a big problem in pro-
viding food and housing and medical care, deal-
ing with the ones that are just dehydrated. But
at least we are now organized, and we’re moving
on that.

There is a much bigger problem with the
people within Kosovo, and there are any number
of problems with providing aid from the air.
First of all, there is the possibility that if we
airdrop supplies, they won’t actually get to the
refugees, that the Serbian forces will take them
up. Secondly, there is the problem of risk to
our aircraft of going into Kosovo airspace to
try to airdrop the supplies. So we are looking
at both of those problems and what can be
done about them and what other options we
have. It is a huge problem.

For the last couple of days, we’ve been work-
ing very hard on it. As soon as we have more
to say on it, I’ll be glad to make the appropriate
announcements, and our people will be at work
on it. It is a very large problem. We’re aware
of it. We know what the obstacles are, and we’re
doing our best to overcome them.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro).

Joint United States-China Statement on World Trade Organization
Accession Negotiations
April 13, 1999

President Clinton and Premier Zhu spoke this
afternoon on the telephone. During the con-
versation, they agreed that both sides should
move intensively on negotiations toward resolu-
tion of the remaining issues in their talks on
China’s accession to the WTO. They have

agreed to have negotiations continue by the end
of the month in Beijing.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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